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little banged up, and is training 

through his injuries in a limited 

way until he gets the go-ahead to do 

full -power gymnastics. Iôve seen 

that Tim has good air sense and is 

very dependable with his atten-

dance. He has a good sense of hu-

mor and is patient, which will help 

him learn the progressions he needs 

to go through. I look forward to 

coaching him, as I see a lot of un-

tapped potential to develop. 

The team returns four mem-

bers: Peter Moser, Layton Oka, Jon 

Chapman, and Greg Steward, who 

competed well for the team last 

year. Together, these four will do 

the majority of the scoring this 

year. 

Peter Moser will begin his sec-

ond year on the team and will lead 

the Huskies in the all-around this 

year. Peter has the makings of a 

very good gymnast ï his handstand 

is one of the straightest Iôve seen 

and his leg quickness gives him a 

powerful floor routine. He swings 

well on pommels and his high bar is 

developing fast. Parallel bars and 

rings are his weakest events right 

now, but will not be in the future. 

He has a good understanding of 

gymnastics and is motivated to do 

well at practice. I look forward to 

seeing how he progresses this sea-

son as the main man for the team. 

The team will count on Layton 

Oka, sophomore from Coeur 

DôAlene to add two to four events 

to his floor and vault contributions. 

Layton has tremendous balance on 

his feet and must learn this same 

ability on his hands. When he does, 

(Continued on page 2) 

It is that time again when another 

year of competition is fast approach-

ing. The menôs team is assembling 

skills into routines and from what I 

have seen so far, we will be working 

hard to attain last yearôs team score. 

Moving on from last yearôs team are 

Sam Softich and Jeramie Hardi, two 

dependable high-scoring all-

arounders. Their shoes will be diffi-

cult to fill, but right now the team is 

taking on the challenge and working 

very hard to do as well as we did last 

season. Many on the team are train-

ing events they did not compete last 

year, in order to fill our need for four 

counting scores per event. With six 

events and four scores counting to-

ward the team total, thatôs 24 rou-

tines we are putting together. I 

strongly believe that this team can do 

it if we can stay healthy and injury-

free this season. 

Two freshmen have joined the 

team this year: Franklin Stutevoss 

from Portland, OR and Tim Forro 

from Bainbridge Island, WA. Frank-

lin will compete on floor, pommels, 

rings and vault, and train to compete 

on p-bars and high bar next year. 

Already noticeable is Franklinôs ex-

cellent team attitude and work ethic. 

I know he will excel here with con-

sistent coaching and a team of work-

out partners.  Franklin was steered to 

our program by former Husky gym-

nast Drew Grow, who coached him 

briefly when he was younger. Drew 

continues to coach part time as he 

works on his music career down in 

Portland. 

Tim Forro comes to our team a 
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he will become a very important part of the parallel 

bar, pommel horse, and high bar teams. 

Jon Chapman has been the most dedicated gymnast 

on the team for the last four years. During this time, his 

gymnastics has steadily improved and he received his 

undergraduate degree in chemistry. Now he moves on 

to grad school, but remains a vital part of this team. 

Because of his size, 6ô1ò, Jon has gone through his 

share of injuries. But his character has never wavered, 

leading to him become a really good gymnast. Jonôs 

routines on floor exercise, parallel bars, and high bar 

are really good, and his pommel horse and vault are 

decent as well. When needed, Jon will even put on his 

ring grips and do a routine for the team. He is the con-

summate team player who leads in his own quiet, ex-

emplary way. I really value having him on the team. 

He is a student of the sport who is extremely knowl-

edgeable of its rules and consistently offers help to his 

teammates. Keeping him healthy is the goal for this 

season. 

Greg Steward begins his second year on the team. 

It has been an amazing sight watching ñGigantorò ac-

quire one new skill after another. The 6ô2ôô Lynnwood 

native has tremendous air awareness, which has en-

abled him to advance through skills and progressions 

relatively easily. Greg will compete in the all-around 

this year, which is a remarkable feat because a year and 

a half ago he was not even doing gymnastics. At age 

13, Greg ñretiredò from gymnastics only to pick it up 

again when his body had grown to man size. Gregôs 

floor exercise and high bar are his best events right 

now while his vault and p-bars are coming up fast. 

Pommels will take a season to develop, but will be one 

of his better events in the future. Greg is very moti-

vated and itôs taking his gymnastics to levels that I 

think are even surprising him. He recently became the 

athlete representative on the WMGF Board. It has been 

a real joy seeing Greg resurrect his gymnastics career. 

Our team is a good group of guys who are becom-

ing more of a team daily. They practice diligently and 

encourage each other to attain better skills and rou-

tines. I feel it is possible for us to maintain our level of 

competition from last year, and hopefully weôll be 

pleasantly surprised by their performance.  Please 

come see us on December 10th and again on March 2nd 

for our home competitions, both alongside the UW 

womenôs team. 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Where Are They Now?  An Update on Husky Alum Hide Umeshita 
by Coach Hughes 

Hide Umeshita is such a modest person that he was 

quite hesitant to agree to this article. He finally con-

sented if I wrote only about his time at the University of 

Washington and not about his life after that. So this is 

really not a ñWhere Are They Nowò article but a re-

fresher of Hideôs many accomplishments while at Wash-

ington. 

Hide was an outstanding athlete, one of the top five 

all-around gymnasts I coached in my 

28 years as head coach. His excep-

tional ability and flawless technique 

were recognized by everyone except 

himself. Talk to him, and he was 

barely good enough to be on the team. 

Umeshita was born in Minamata, 

Japan and attended Kumamoto Tech-

nical High School. He was one of the 

four Japanese recruits resulting from 

my visit to Tokyo at the time of the 

1964 Olympics. While there, I con-

tacted the top 25 all-around gymnasts 

from that yearôs National High School 

Championships. Surprisingly, four of 

them came to the UW. 

Prior to entering the University, all four were en-

rolled in a Seattle area high school to learn English as 

well as to adjust to the different culture. Hide was ac-

cepted as an exchange student at Issaquah High School 

where one of my former gymnasts, Charlie Denny, 

coached. (Charlie is a former national champion on the 

flying rings ï yes that is correct, the ñflying ringsò ï 

which was a collegiate gymnastics event way back 

then.) As an exchange student, he was able to practice 

with but not compete for the high school gymnastics 

team. 

Hide enrolled at the UW 

in 1966 and graduated in 

June of 1971 with a BS 

in Physical Education. 

Delta Tau Delta frater-

nity provided him with 

room and board during 

his years on the team. He recently mentioned how grate-

ful he was for the fraternityôs support. He also recalled 

that he was right in the middle of what has often been 

called the ñgolden yearsò of gymnastics at Washington, 

when the team regularly ranked in the top five nation-

ally. 

Umeshita was voted Most Promising Freshman in 

1967. During the following summer he hurt his back and 

did not reach top form during his 

sophomore year. As a junior, he was 

outstanding. He placed second to Yo-

shi Hayasaki, another UW gymnast, in 

the Conference all around. At the na-

tionals he was third in the all around, 

again behind Yoshi and a gymnast 

from Temple. This won him All 

America status. He was further hon-

ored at the end of the season as the 

Most Inspirational team member. In 

his senior year, Umeshita was fourth 

in the Conference all around and 

qualified for the nationals. 

Hide was selected as a member of the 

team of UW gymnasts and former gymnasts 

that toured South America in the summer of 1970. This 

was one of the three goodwill tours for Husky gymnas-

tics teams sponsored and financed by the U.S. Depart-

ment of State. He was one of our best ambassadors of 

goodwill even though he was still a Japanese citizen. 

Since leaving the UW, Hide has lived in San Fran-

cisco with his wife Sue for over 30 years. We are very 

appreciative that Hide has been one of the regular do-

nors to the WMGF. He says that although he is not in-

volved in gymnastics anymore, his heart and spirit are 

still in the sport. 
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